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Directive on the Registra tion of Candidates 

Number  1/2009 

(as amended) 
 

Article 1.   Issuing Authority 
 
The National Electoral Board of Ethiopia has issued this 
Directive pursuant to the pow ers vested upon it by the 
Amended Ethiopian Electoral Law  Proclamation No. 

532/1998. 
 
Article 2. Short Tit le 
 

This Directive maybe cited as “The Registration of 
Candidates Directive No. 1/2009” 
 
Article 3. Def init ions 

 
In this Directive unless the context requires otherw ise: 
 
1. “Board “shall mean the National Electoral Board of 

Ethiopia. 

2. “Constituency” shall mean an electoral district 
established by div iding the nation’s territor ies in 
accordance w ith the law  and in a manner conduc ive 
for the execution of elections and for the people to 

elect their representatives. 
3. “Political Organization or Political Par ty” shall mean a 

grouping legally registered to promote its  political 
programme in a law ful manner. 

4. “Candidature Identity Card” shall mean an identity 
card issued by the constituency to a candidate after 
he has been registered as such pursuant to the 
Elec toral Law . 

5. “Public Observer” shall mean an impartial resident of 
each constituency or polling s tation elected by the 
people to observe elections. 

6. “Electoral Law ” shall mean The Electoral Law  of 

Ethiopia Proc lamation No. 532/2007 (as amended). 
7. “Person” shall mean any natural or juridical person. 
 
Article 4.    Scope of Applicat ion 
 

This Directive shall be applicable to general elections, and 
also to local elections, by-elec tions and reelections . 
 
Article 5. Object ive  

 
Every Ethiopian is vested by law  w ith democratic r ights and 
as such the objec tive is: 
 

 1.  to enable the development of the democratic culture 
of the country by making it possible to exercise 
these r ights impartially and equally w hen 
par ticipating as a candidate;  

2. to exercise his r ights properly so as to emerge as  a 
strong competitor  w hile respecting the Electoral 
Code of Conduct  and  observ ing mutual  respect to 
and tolerance of each other. 

3.  to elucidate the substance of the right to be a 
candidate and to make the process c lear and 
transparent. 
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Article 6. Gender Reference 
 
In this Directive, provis ions set out in the masculine gender 
shall also apply to the feminine gender. 

 
Article 7. Preparat ions for the Registration of  

Candidates  
 

Preparations shall comprise of the follow ing ac tivities:  
 
1.  Issuing the timetable for  elections. 
2.  Making the public aw are of the timetable before the 

date of the   commencement of the registration of 

candidates by: 
 

a.  Making announcements on the mass media 
or  

b.  Posting notices in the constituency or polling 
stations, and by using other       similar  
means.    

     

3.  Prepar ing the necessary documents , forms and 
other  materials for the  registration   of candidates. 

4.  Deliver ing documents and materials to constituency 
and polling s tations in time. 

5.   Giv ing training to election officials. 
6.   Providing civ ic education on candidate regis tration. 
7.    Preparing other things that are essential for the 

registration of candidates. 
 
 
 
 

Article 8. Organizat ion of Constituencies 
 

              1.  The number of constituencies   for general elections 
shall be determined on  the bas is of the population of 

the country, and special representation of minor ity 
nationalities and peoples shall not exceed 550 and shall 
contain proportional number of people except in the 
case of constituenc ies w here  minor ity nationalities and 

peoples are represented.  
 

2.  Without prejudice to the prov isions Article 20 Sub - 
Article 2 of the Elec toral  Law : 

 

a.  Those constituencies that are used for the election 
of members  of the House     of Peoples 
Representatives, and those of Regional Counc ils 
shall also serve as constituencies for the election of 

me mbers of Zonal Councils.  
b. Urban and rural Kebeles  shall serve as 

constituencies for the elec tion of members of 
Woreda Councils . 

c. The constituencies for City and Sub - City Counc ils 
shall be those Kebeles    that are found in the c ity or 
sub - c ity w here the elec tion is to be held. 

d. The constituencies for the elec tion of Kebele 
Councils shall be the electoral area or kebele 
constituency or distr ict or locality that w ill be 
organized w ithin the kebele pursuant to regional 
law s. 

e.  The locality or village covered by each polling 
station shall be self - contained     and shall not 
over lap w ith those of another polling s tation. 
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Article 9. Ele ction Off icials 
 

1. The me mbers of Constituency Election Officials 

Committee shall: 
        a.   be loyal  to the constitution;  

b. be free from partisanship to a political organization; 
        c.  have professional competence;  

        d.   be know n  for their  good conduct. 
         2. Without prejudice to the provisions  of Sub- Artic le 1, the 

Board could organize constituency election offices by 
recruiting, on a permanent or temporary  contractual bas is, 
competent and non-par tisan electoral officers. It could also 

recruit and deploy elec toral officers seconded from other  
ins titutions. 

        3.  Election Officials  shall be recruited pursuant to The Code of 
Conduct for Constituency Election Officials Directive 

Number 4/2009 issued by the Board. 
 

Article 10. Powers and Duties of the Constituency 
 

1. The Constituency office shall  have the follow ing  pow ers  
and  respons ibilit ies : 

 
 a.    shall organize according to the law , the committees 

of polling s tation election officials.  
b.  based on the timetable issued by the Board, it shall 

register candidates through a registrar designated by 
the head of the constituency office from among the 
election officials. 

c.   shall give civic education on candidate registration, 
or shall assure that it  is given. 

d.   shall give adequate training on candidate regis tration 
and filling of  forms to polling station officials under it, 
or it shall follow  up to assure that this is done.  

e.   shall follow  up by var ious means to assure that 

polling station officials have understood w hat w as 
imparted to them during the training.  

f.   shall receive candidate registration forms on time 
and have them utilized.  

g.  make elec tion complaints rev iew  committees to be 
established in the constituency. 

h.  cause complaints that arise dur ing candidate 
registration to be solved at all levels  or assure that 
this is done. 

i.  cause Joint Political Par ty Forums to be established 
in the constituency pursuant to direc tives addressed 
to it by  the Secretar iat of the Board. 

j.   convene elec ted public observers of polling stations 

and have them elect from among them, three 
constituency public observers by inviting in w riting 
competing political parties and pr ivate candidates to 
attend.  

k.  shall consult w ith the Secretar iat of the Board w hen 
they encounter problems that are beyond their 
means to solve and then give a timely and 
appropr iate solution. 

l.  utilize the funds assigned to it by the Secretar iat of 
the Board, in accordance w ith the Financ ial Law s 
and Regulations of the Government. 

m.  cause the stipend allotted to polling s tation officials  to 
reach those to w hom it is destined. 

n.  account for expenses incurred, according to 
government financial law s and regulations by 
presenting supporting documents pursuant to 
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directives to be issued by the Secretar iat of the 
Board or the Board. 

o.  make polling station election officials commence their 
activities in accordance w ith the election timetable. 

p     perform other activities assigned to it by the Board 
or its regional branch secretariat. 

2.  Concerned electoral officials at all levels shall carefully 
handle and proper ly utilize the documents and mater ials 

lis ted hereunder that are sent to them: 
       a.  candidate endorsement and screening forms 
       b.  forms for  registering candidates  

c.  forms for notifying the election board for publiciz ing 
registered candidates    and 

 d.  identity cards for  candidates, elec tion officials, public 
observers and election w ardens and other electoral 
documents and mater ials. 

3. Shall carefully  record on the candidate regis tration form by 

categorizing the candidates according to the counc il for 
which they are running and shall transmit the same to the 
Board and other relevant bodies w ithin the timeframe laid 
dow n by the timetable. 

 
Article 11.  Place and Time for Registering Candidates 
 

                 1. The regis tration of candidates shall be conducted by the 
Election Execution Co mmittee that w ill be established in 
each constituency according to the prov isions of Artic le 20 
Sub- Article 3 of the Election Law . 

                    2. Regis tration of candidates for the election of members of 
The House of Peoples’ Representatives of the FDRE, 
Regional and Zonal Councils shall be conducted in the 
respective constituencies. 

                 3.  Registration of candidates for City and Sub -City Counc ils 
shall be conducted in one of the polling stations  in a 
Kebele w hich had previously served as the Kebele Election 
Office.  The registration w ill be conducted by polling station 

officials thereof.  
4. For  the election of members of the Kebele Council: 

a.  candidate registration shall be conducted in a 
Kebele constituency, locality or v illage apportioned 

according to the law s of the Regions. The                      
registration shall be conducted by elec tion officials 
of the polling s tation.  

b.  There could be one or more Kebele constituencies, 
dis tric ts or villages     under  one polling station 

c.  Elec tors w ho live in a Kebele constituency /locality/ 
shall, w ithout being div ided, be included under one 
polling station and be made to vote                      
therein. 

d.   Polling Station officials shall register candidates for one 
or more localities found under them in the respective 
Kebele constituency    /locality / by separating them 
accordingly. 

5.  Candidate registration shall be conducted according to 
the timetable issued by the Board ,every day inc luding 
weekends and public holidays, during w orking hours of 
government offices. 

6. Without prejudice to the provisions of Sub -Article 5 
above, if the Board deems it necessary , it could extend 
the candidate regis tration period or arrange spec ial 
registration hours. 
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Article 12.  Criteria for Candidature  
 

              1.  Any person w ho w ants to register as a candidate shall 
meet the criteria   lis ted hereunder: 

                    a.  is an Ethiopian; 
  b.  is versed in the w orking language of the Regional 

State of the area of  his intended candidature; 
  c.  is 21 years old or above on the date of the 

registration; 
  d.  has  been regular ly res iding in the constituency of his 

intended candidature for tw o years immediately 
preceding the date of the election, or  his bir th place 
is w ithin the constituency of his intended                         

candidature, or  w here the city or  Woreda has more 
than one constituency or he has been regularly 
working in the c ity or w ereda for tw o years, in the 
woreda or  city he chooses.   

 2.   In addition to the cr iter ia set out under Article 1, a political 
par ty or a private  candidate w ho w ants to regis ter to  
compete in an election,  must  accept and sign the election 
code of conduct to be issued by the Board in accordance 

with the electoral law .                                                                                                               
3.  A political party that nominated a candidate must itself be a 

par ty duly registered w ith the Board. 
4. Sub -Artic le 1 /d/ of this artic le shall not apply to the 

follow ing: 
a.  A person w ho has been outside the constituency 

because of w ork or    education, or  
 b.  who, having prev iously been elected in the 

constituency, is on duty. 
           5. In addition to the cr iteria enumerated above, a pr ivate 

candidate shall  produce  no less than one thousand 
endorsement signatures. 

                 6. Without prejudice to the provis ions of Sub- Artic le 5 above, 
the number of endorsement signatures to be produced by 
a pr ivate candidate for Woreda or City Adminis tration or 
Kebele Counc il shall be as  follow s: 

  a.  for Woreda Council, no less  than 200 signatures; 
  b.  for City Administration Council, no less than 200 

endorsement signatures; 
  c.  for Kebele Councils, no less than 50 endorsement 

signatures . 
                   7. Without prejudice to the prov isions of Artic le 6, the Board 

can reduce the number of endorsement signatures a 
private candidate must produce in certain constituencies if 
it deems it necessary. 

 
Article 13.  Persons eligible to give Endorsement 

Signatures 
1. A person w ho is eligible to give an endorsement 

signature: 
a.  shall be  an Ethiopian national; 
b.  has been res iding in the constituency at least 

for six months; 

c.  is 18 years old and above; 
d.  has  not been deprived of his r ight to vote by 

law ; 
e.  is not insane; 
f.  is not serving a prison sentence. 

2.  A person cannot sign for endorsing more candidates 
than there are seats available in the constituency. 

3.  Every candidate shall present the endorsement 
signatures he gathered to the constituency he is 
running in according to the timetable after having 
the endorsement s ignatures verified by the Kebele 
adminis tration they w ere gathered in.  
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4. Endorsement signatures  shall be gathered and 
presented according to the follow ing procedure: 

 
                                 a. Every private candidate could gather  

endorsement signatures after     getting one 
copy of the form for endorsement s ignatures 
from the constituency office and reproducing 
the s 

b.  He shall sor t out the people w ho gave him the 
endorsement signatures according to the Kebele 
they reside in, and present the forms to the 
respective Kebele Adminis tration. 

c. The Kebele Administration shall give back the 

forms to the candidate  or his  agent after hav ing 
screened and stamped them according to the 
law . 

d. The constituency shall receive and screen the 

endorsement s ignatures presented by  the 
candidate.  The Kebele Administration shall 
register the candidate on the form for candidates 
if it finds that the required criteria have been met. 

e. If it is found that the endorsement s ignatures are 
lacking in any w ay, the candidate shall be 
notified promptly so that he may be able to 
rectify it, and present it according to the 
timetable. 

 
Article 14. Persons who are ineligible to register as 

candidates 
 

              Without prejudice to the provis ions of Article 12 Sub- 
Article 1, the follow ing  persons are ineligible to register as 
candidates: 

 
1.  A person w ho is deprived by law , of his right to vote 

or be elected.  
2.  A person in regard to w hom it is  cer tified medically, 

or by a court decision that he is incapable of making 
a sound judgment because of mental illness, or  is 
notorious ly insane. 

3.  A person serv ing a prison term. 

 
Article 15 Nomination of Candidates 
 
1.  Any Ethiopian national w ho fulfills the criteria can 

become a candidate: 

           a.  through a political party ,or  
           b.  privately. 
 2.  A political organization can nominate only one 

candidate for  a single seat in a constituency. 

3. Each political party shall notify the Board or the 
constituency according to the timetable issued by 
the Board the lis t of candidates grouped separately 
based on the type of the council seat they  are 

running for . 
4.  The list of candidates nominated by a political 

organization for a general election must bear  the 
signature of the top leadership of the organization 
and must also be attested by the seal of the 
organization. 

 
5.  The list of candidates nominated by a political 

organization for local elections shall be notified to 
the constituency by the s ignature of the 
organization’s top leadership or by its highest 
leadership in the zone or w oreda and it must be 
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attested by the seal of the organization.   If it 
appears that there is disagreement on the 
nomination of candidates, the list submitted by the 
top leadership shall prevail. 

6.  An ev idence of nomination by a party and the 
consent of the person nominated shall be presented 
along w ith details of candidature for candidates 
nominated by a political organization. 

 
Article 16. Candidate Re gistration 
 
1.  Every candidate shall regis ter  in person.  
2.  Without prejudice to the provis ions of Sub-Article 1, 

if a candidate nominated by a political organization 
is unable to register in person, he may regis ter  
provided that concrete documentary evidence or  
witnesses to prove the candidate’s fulfillment of the 

criteria for  candidature are presented through the 
political organization that nominated the candidate, 
or through his  representative. 

 3.  At the time of registration each candidate shall 

specifically mention to the constituency office, w hich 
counc il he is running for. 

 
Article 17. Government Employees who Run for 

Election 
 

                     1.  Any government employee can become a candidate 
either pr ivately or through a political organization.  

                   2.  A judge, soldier or policeman shall resign from his 
post if he runs for election as a pr ivate candidate, or  
a candidate of a political party. 

                    3.  Any government employee w ho runs for election 
may not lose any benefits as a result of his running 
for election as long as he has achieved the required 
performance to entitle him thereto. 

 
Article 18. Determination of Number of Candidates 
 
1.  The number of candidates running for election to the 

House of Peoples’ representatives in a constituency 
shall not exceed tw elve.  

 2. The number of candidates in a constituency and 
their pr ior ity shall be determined in the follow ing 
manner: 

 
a.  Where the number of candidates exceeds 

tw elve, political parties shall be made to 
register firs t;  

b.  Where the number of candidates nominated 
by political organizations exceeds tw elve, 
priority shall be given to not more than six 
political parties  that received the highest 

votes in the previous election. The remaining 
political organizations shall be determined by 
lot. 

c.  Where the number of candidates nominated 
by political organizations is less than tw elve, 
the remaining places shall be filled by pr ivate 
candidates w ho received the highest votes in 
the previous election. 

d.  If there are candidates w ho obtained equal 
number of votes in the previous election, it 
will be dec ided by lot. 
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e.  If there are places left after the 
implementation of the procedure laid dow n 
above in Sub -Article 2, pr ivate candidates 
will be allow ed to regis ter  after lots have been 

draw n. 
3. Pursuant to Article 49 Sub -Ar ticle 6 w herein it is 

provided that  the number candidates nominated to 
state councils, or to other electoral levels shall be 

determined by the Board, it is decided that: 
a. In a constituency, up to 24 candidates can 

take part in elec tions for members of a 
regional council.  

b.  In a constituency, up to 24 candidates can 

take part in elections for me mbers of zonal 
counc il; 

c. In a constituency, up to 24 candidates can 
take part in elec tions for members of a 

woreda council; 
d.  In an urban kebele, up to 24 candidates can 

take part in elec tions for members of city and 
Sub- City  Counc ils. 

e. In a kebele constituency or distr ict or locality, 
up to 100 candidates can take part for  
elections  for kebele councils. 

4.  If there are more candidates than is determined by 
the Board in sub article 3 above, the prov isions of 
sub ar ticle 2 shall apply accordingly. 

5.  Lots to determine candidates shall be draw n in the 
presence of the candidates concerned or their  
representatives. 

6.  Election officials of the constituency shall first group 
the candidates based on the type of counc il seat 
they are running for  and then undertake the task of 

screening the candidates in the presence of public 
observers according to the law . 

 
Article 19. Issuance of Candidature I.D. cards 

 
 1.  After it has been determined w ho the candidates are 

according to the electoral law , their names shall be 
entered on the candidates’ registration form and 

they w ill each be issued a candidature I.D. card; 
2.  I.D. Cards  w ill be issued only after the candidate is 

made to present a   passport size photograph and 
after it is affixed to the card. 

3.  I.D. Cards issued to candidates for the House of 

Peoples’ Representatives as w ell as regional and 
zonal councils shall be attested by the s ignature of 
the head of the constituency office and the seal 
thereof. 

4.  I.D. Cards issued to candidates for w oreda, city and 
sub- c ity counc ils shall be attested only by the 
signature of the kebele constituency office. 

5.  Without prejudice to the prov isions of this  article, 

candidates for a kebele counc il may not be issued 
with I.D. cards. 

6.  Candidature I.D. cards for candidates of political 
organizations may be given to the candidates in 
person or to the political party  that nominated them. 

7. Candidates or representatives of political parties 
shall each be made to sign a receipt acknow ledging 
the fact that he has received his candidature I.D. 
card on time, and this shall be kept as evidence in 
the constituency office. 

8.  I.D. Cards are valid only until the Board announces 
the official results of  the election concerned. 
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9.  Candidates shall give back the candidature I.D. 

cards  to the constituency office or the secretar iat of 
the Board immediately  after they have expired. 

 
Article 20. Announcement of Candidates  
 
  1.  The list of candidates w hich w ill be draw n according 

to the council the candidates are running for  shall be 
public ized in the constituenc ies concerned in line 
with the election timetable issued by the Board. 

2.  The constituency office shall fill out the particulars 
lis ted herein under concerning candidates  w ho are 

issued w ith candidature I.D. cards on the form for  
public izing candidates  sent to it from the secretariat 
of the Board. It shall post these forms in public 
places w here people congregate and circulate; it 

shall also post it in the compound of the 
constituency office, and in every polling station. The 
par ticulars  concerned are: 

             a. Full name, including grand father’s  name  

             b.  Age 
             c .  Gender 
             d.  Educational level 
             e. Profession 

                        f. The name of the par ty that nominated the 
candidate or mention the fact that he is a 
private candidate as  the case may be; 

             g.  The appellation of the candidate’s  logo and 
              h.  Other relevant information. 
 3.  The head of the constituency office shall vis ibly  w rite 

his name, sign and affix the seal of the constituency 
at the foot of every poster for publiciz ing candidates 

who run for the House of Peoples ’ Representatives 
as w ell as regional and zonal councils.  

4.  Without prejudice to the prov isions of sub article 3 
above, posters for publiciz ing candidates for 

woreda, city, sub -city and kebele councils shall be 
verified by the s ignature of the head of the electoral 
office before they are posted. 

 

  Article 21. Right to Change and Replace Candidates 
 
1.  Any political party  can change or replace the 

candidate it nominated, according to the law .  
2.  Unless otherw ise prov ided, a political organization 

can change or replace its candidate only during the 
per iod for register ing candidates. 

 
Article 22.  Withdr awal and Replacement of Candidates 

 
1.  A political organization or a private candidate can 

withdraw  from being a candidate.  
2.  A candidate nominated by a political party w ho 

withdrew  from being a candidate shall notify the 
same in w riting, that must be signed by him, to the 
par ty that nominated him, and he shall return his 
candidature I.D. 

3.  A political organization w hose candidate has 
withdraw n may replace him by nominating another 
candidate w ithin the per iod allotted to the 
registration of candidates in the timetable. 

4.  The political organization shall immediately notify 
the constituency office in w riting signed by  the 
concerned leadership and ver ified by the s tamp of 
the organization, it shall also annex thereto a copy 
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of the letter of w ithdraw al, the candidature I.D. card 
that has been returned, the name of the 
replacement candidate and other material pertaining 
to the qualification of the  candidate. 

5.  The constituency office shall examine the case 
presented to it according to the law  and promptly 
register the candidate; it shall also issue a 
candidature I.D. card to him. 

6.  If the candidate of a political organization has 
withdraw n on the final date of the timetable, it shall 
be made to replace the candidate w ithin one w eek 
starting on the date of his w ithdraw al. 

7.  If a political organization w hose candidate has 

withdraw n does not replace him by another  
candidate w ithin the time indicated in sub article 6 
above, the election shall continue w ith the remaining 
candidates in accordance w ith the timetable. 

 
Article 23.  Replacing a Dead Candidate  

                    
1.  A political organization w hose candidate has died 

may replace him w ith another candidate before the 
end of the period allotted to candidate registration 
according to the timetable.  

2.  Where the candidate of a political organization has 
died after the end of candidates’ registration, the 
political organization may replace the candidate 
within 15 days before the voting day. 

3.  Where a political organization has not submitted a 
replacement w ithin the said time, the election shall 
continue w ith the remaining candidates.  

4.  Where the candidate of a political party  has died in 
less than 15 days preceding the voting day, the 

election process in the constituency shall be 
discontinued and another election shall be 
conducted in accordance w ith the dec ision of the 
Board after  the replacement of the deceased 

candidate.  
5.  Without prejudice to the prov isions of sub article 4 

above, w here the political organization informs the 
Board in w riting that it cannot replace the deceased 

candidate, the election shall continue w ith the 
remaining candidates in accordance w ith the 
timetable. 

6.  Where the date of election is changed in 
accordance w ith sub artic le 4 above, the election 

shall be conducted by replac ing the deceased 
candidate only w hile the voters and other 
candidates regis tered earlier remain unchanged. 

7.  For the election to be conducted in accordance w ith 

the provis ions of sub article 4 above, only  the 
candidate that has replaced the deceased candidate 
may campaign to introduce himself up to tw o days 
preceding the voting day. 

 
Article 24. To Run In Only One Constituency  
 
1.  A person can become a candidate in only one 

constituency;  
2.  If a person becomes a candidate in more than one 

constituency, he shall be cancelled in both 
constituencies. 

3.  If it is  found out that a candidate w ho has been 
dec lared a w inner had also been registered as  a 
candidate in another constituency, the result shall 
be annulled and a new  election shall be held. 
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Article 25. Transferring from  One Constituency to 

Another 
 

A candidate maybe transferred from one constituency to 
another during the per iod of candidate registration in 
accordance w ith the electoral law .  The particulars shall be 
as follow s: 

1.  The political organization shall submit a w ritten 
request for transfer  to the constituency in w hich the 
candidate w as registered. This should bear  the 
signature of the leadership of the organization and 
its stamp.  

2.  The political organization or the private candidate 
shall inform in w riting the constituency to w hich he 
wants to be transferred that a request to this effect 
has  been made.  

3.  A private candidate shall submit a w ritten transfer  
request that is s igned by him to the constituency in 
which he has been registered. 

4.  The candidate shall return the former registration 

documents, and the candidature I.D. to the 
constituency In w hich he w as registered and these 
shall be cancelled; and he w ill be issued by the said 
constituency w ith a cer tificate attesting this fact.  

5.  The candidate w ho is to be transferred shall submit 
the documents given to him by the constituency he 
was registered in, to the constituency that he w ants 
to run in. The latter  shall register the candidate and 
issue him a candidature I.D. and other registration 
documents after ascertaining that he fulfills the 
criteria. 

 

Article 26. Choosing Candidature Sym bols 
 

                            1.  The Board shall prepare an album containing a 
variety  of candidature symbols. 

                            2.  Any candidate may submit his ow n symbol or 
choose one from the album prepared by the Board. 

                           3.  Each political organization shall be made to submit 
its symbol or to come to the Secretar iat of the Board 

and choose one from those prepared by the Board 
according to the election timetable issued by the 
Board. 

                           4.  The Secretariat of the Board shall inform the 
constituencies the symbols that are selected and 

those that are not. 
                           5.  Pr ivate candidates may submit their ow n symbols or 

they may come to the constituency in w hich they are 
running and choose from the albums w ith different 

symbols for different types of elections , sent by the 
Board to the constituenc ies. 

                           6.  Candidates shall utilize the symbols they chose only 
after the symbols have been approved by the 

Secretariat of the Board or constituency offices. 
                          7.  Candidates of a political organization may use the 

same symbol at all levels of election. 
                          8.  Candidates of a political organization shall use the 

same symbol to elections for each council in all 
constituencies. 

                          9.  No par ty or pr ivate candidate shall have copyr ight of 
symbols. How ever, a political organization or pr ivate 
candidate may be given pr ior ity to choose a symbol 
it had used during the prev ious election. 
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                        10.  The Board shall give the necessary decis ion 
regarding disputes aris ing out of the selection of 
symbols. 

                        11.  Any symbol of candidature shall not: 

           a.  be similar to that of other candidates; 
           b. be a cause for hatred and conflict among nations, 

nationalities , race or religion; 
           c. be one that propagates w ar or any other unlaw ful 

act; 
                                 d. be similar to flags or emblems of Federal and 

State Governments , emblems of other political 
organizations or flags or emblems of 
international organizations or s igns of religious 

organizations ; 
            e. violate public morals and ethics. 
 
Article 27.  Change and Replacement of Candidature 

Symbols 
                       
1.  The Board, for printing purposes, or in accordance 

with Article 26 Sub- Article 11 of this Direc tive, may 

change or  order the change of the symbols of a 
political organization or of a pr ivate candidate;  

2.  Where the change of a candidature symbol is 
dec ided by the Board for the purposes of pr inting or  
other reasons, the dec ision shall be communicated 
to the political organization or the pr ivate candidate 
within 15 days after the closure of candidates’ 
registration, and they shall be made to present or  
choose a replacement symbol. 

3.  Where a political organization or pr ivate candidate 
wants to change a symbol chosen ear lier , it shall 

notify the change to the Board in w riting w ithin ten 
days after the closing of candidates’ registration. 

 
Article 28. Immunities of Candidates 

 
1.  No candidate shall, dur ing the course of elec tion, be 

arrested except in the case of a flagrant de licto for 
a serious offence.  

2.  Where candidates allegedly commit an offence in 
situations other  than those spec ified under Sub -
Article 1 of the Ar ticle, legal action may be taken 
agains t them only after the electoral results are 
officially announced by  the Board. 

3. Without prejudice to the provis ions of Sub- Article 2 
above, a w inner shall be held liable for the alleged 
crime dur ing the election if his immunity has been 
waived by  the concerned council. 

 
Article 29. Lodging of Complaints 
 
Complaints and grievances aris ing from candidate 

registration shall be dealt w ith in accordance w ith The 
Directive for Candidate Registration Number 1/2009. 
 
Article 30. Duty to Cooperate  
 
Every person shall have the duty to cooperate in 
implementing the provisions of this Direc tive. 
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Article 31.  Penalty 
 
Every person w ho violates this Directive or w ho commits 
the offence of deliberately obstructing the elec toral process 

shall be punishable according to the appropr iate law . 
 
Article 32.Repealed Practices and Direct ives  
 

Any directive or practice that is  incons istent w ith matters 
covered by this directive shall not be applicable to them. 
 
Article 33. Effective Date  
 

This Directive shall come into force on August 19, 2009. 
                                                                                               

Merga Bekana (Professor)  
Chairman 

National Electoral Board of Ethiopia 


